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can pay his subscription as a simple member of the Congress
and hails from Poland ; another has a large parchment
with a big bright seal setting forth that he is a represen-
tative of America, and he has likewise a large heavy volume
under his arm of which he is the proud author, and which he
wants to present to the President of the Congress. Then
there comes a clank of steel and a German officer in a
bright blue uniform, with a pointed helmet on his head and
a very big sword dangling by his side, presses forward.
This Teutonic apparition, however, is soon effaced by a
group of joyful Italians who in their melodious language
give vent to the exuberance of their feelings. Never
has this quiet and somewhat mournful building heard such a
clatter and witnessed so many manifestations of joy which
occur at every moment as the members of the Congress meet
and recognise each other again. To-morrow and the day
after the throng will be much greater. This is only the
beginning, but it all looks hopeful, particularly as there
seems to have been good organisation in the preparatory
measures taken. Each member of the Congress as he arrives
is presented with a little book which can easily be carried in
the pocket. It contains first a small map of Brussels indi-

cating all the tramway lines, and the members are informed
that on presenting their cards of membership they will be
allowed to travel gratuitously on all the tramways and local
railways of the town. Then there comes the programme :
Preliminary meeting of the Literary and Artistic Club on
Tuesday, Sept. lst ; opening of the Congress on Wednesday
morning by H.R.H. Prince Albert, and this is to take

place at a quarter past nine in the morning, an extra-

ordinary hour for such a ceremony. But the organisers
were evidently anxious to get to business and the Sections
are to meet in the afternoon at 2 o’clock and the exhibition
has to be inaugurated in the interval between; so that
some of the real work of the Congress will be accomplished
on the first day, which is certainly not customary. In the

evening His Majesty King Leopold will receive the members
of the Congress at the palace. The opening ceremony takes
place in the vast palace of the Academy and here the divi-
sion of Demography will meet during the week. The
seven sections of Hygiene are to hold their sittings at the
Palace of the Nation-that is to say, at the Houses of Parlia-
ment-and will occupy the principal lobbies of both the Upper
and the Lower House-namely, the Senate and the House of
Representatives. As it is the object of these congresses to
influence legislature in favour of sanitary reforms they could
hardly meet in a more appropriate place. Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday are devoted strictly to business. At nine
in the morning and at two in the afternoon the sections
meet. No relaxation is allowed till the evening, when
there are a reception at the great historic town-hall on

Thursday, a gala representation at the Alhambra Theatre on
Friday, and an excursion to the park of Tervueren on

Saturday. On Sunday, it is true, the sections do not meet,
but there is not much prospect of rest, for the members have
to start by a special train at 8 A.M. for Antwerp, where they
are to be received by the municipal council and made to
visit the maritime sanitary services and the museum and to
eat a lunch offered by the townspeople, and all this in time
to catch a special train at 5 o’clock back to Brussels. This
is the only day when there is a chance of getting to bed at a
reasonable hour. On Monday it will be hard work again in
the sections all day with a big banquet in the evening. It
is on the last day instead of on the first day that the mem-
bers will be able to have a comparatively easy time,
for the sections do not meet any more and the only
gathering in the morning will be that of the Permanent
Committee of the International Congresses of Hygiene and
Demography which will have to decide the future of these
congresses and where to meet next. At two in the after-
noon the closing ceremony will take place. But after the

Congress there are to be. three days of excursion. On

Wednesday, Sept. 9th, there is a reception given by the
municipality of Liege at the Sanatorium of Borgoument
and another reception by the municipality of Spa. On
the 10th there are excursions to the water-supplies and
gathering grounds, &c., of Antwerp and Brussels, and on
the next day to the reservoir of Boitsfort and the beautiful
valley of Bocq. It is not a week but ten days of hard work
and of sight-seeing that the organisers of the Congress have
mapped out. Doubtless it will all be very pleasant and very
instructive, but only a few of the members of the Con-
gress will have the energy to go through it without rest
or omission. - 

_ - -

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."

MEDICAL DOCTRINES OF HEREDITY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Dr. C. R. Niven in his last letter (August 29th)
says that he is exceedingly glad that the amount of
difference separating my views from his " is getting
less and less," thereby clearly implying that since the

discussion on the above subject has been in progress

(and presumably in consequence of it) my views have

approximated to his. A difference now "getting less
and less" clearly implies a difference formerly existent.
Dr. Niven enumerates three points upon which " we
have got so far as to agree" : (1) that acquired traits
are not transmissible ; (2) that parental drinking does not
cause increased desire for alcohol in the offspring ; and (3)
that every disease is a cause of evolution against itself.
That I am in harmony with Dr. Niven on these points
(though I should have expressed the last named rather
differently) I am glad to believe, but why does Dr.
Niven use language which implies that these matters
have been under discussion between us and that we

have got to agree as the result of this ? As regards
evolution against disease I expressed my agreement with
Dr. G. Archdall Reid’s position in the first letter I
wrote on the subject (July 18th), so, obviously, there
was no room for a process of gradual accord on this

point. And as regards the other two of the above-named
points I never even alluded to them (they being outside the
immediate scope of the discussion) until Dr. Niven fastened
these opinions upon me, implying by his arguments my
belief in the first named (July 25th) and specifically
asserting my belief in the second (August 15th).
I pointed out to Dr. Niven (August lst and August 22nd)
how groundless these assumptions were, and I anticipated,
therefore, that he would have made an acknowledgment of
his error in attributing these opinions to me. Instead of this,
however, by using language in his last letter (August 29th)
which would seem to indicate a gradual change of opinion on
my part on these subjects, he has ignored my positive assur-
ance that I had nowhere implied my belief in these opinions
which he put into my mouth. I am sure that Dr. Niven
would not deliberately misrepresent me, so I must ask him
now to quote categorically the passages in my letters that
led him to assume that I believed (1) that acquired traits are
transmitted-that is, of course, that specialised modifications
of the soma are transmitted-and (2) that parental drinking
leads to increased desire for alcohol in the offspring. Your
readers can then judge for themselves what grounds Dr.
Niven had for his assumptions.

I regret to say that in Dr. Niven’s last letter (August 29th)
there is still another misrepresentation. I stated most
precisely in my last letter (August 22nd) that in my opinion
the influence of a poison on the germ plasm was a general
one and not a special one, giving my reasons for this view,
which Dr. Niven quotes. Yet in spite of this perfectly clear
statement Dr. Niven says that I claim that the influence is a
" special " one. The difference between the two terms is of
great importance as the one connotes an entirely different
modus operandi from the other. My views, then, which Dr.
Niven represents as gradually approximating to his on the
above points, are precisely what they were when the dis-
cussion was first started. The point of difference between
us remains what it was when Dr. Reid opened the campaign,
for 1 have not observed proof given or sufficient arguments
advanced to disprove my belief that offspring are capable
of being permanently modified through the agency of poisons
circulating in the blood of the parent. But the point
of difference between myself and Dr. Niven seems a very
narrow one. Dr. Niven admits thus much but he does not
see why the germ should vary in the direction of being
injured rather than in the opposite direction when exposed
to poisons circulating in the blood (August 29th). It would
seem, therefore, that ’whilst I think the variation would be
an unfavourable one, Dr. Niven thinks that there is an equal

; likelihood of its being a favourable one.
The case of alcohol is merely a special instance of a
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general question, but to this point I hope to recur on a I,
future occasion.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 

Rainhill, August 30th, 1903. 
- 

J. WIGLESWORTH. 
I

J. WIGLESWORTH.

To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

SIRS,-Dr. G. Archdall Reid’s letter in THE LANCET of
August 22nd, p. 558, brought to my lips the deprecation of
ancient Pistol :-

" Be merciful, great duke, to men of mould!
Abate thy rage, abate thy manly rage !
Abate thy rage, great duke !
Good bawcock, bate thy rage ; use lenity, sweet chuck ! 

"

and for the moment I fancied myself a witness at the Old
Bailey in the hands of a barrister whose case was hopeless.
I am glad to find that he now recognises that he has over-
stepped the limits of ordinary courtesy and I trust that he
will in time recognise that nothing is lost in persuasiveness,
and something is gained in dignity, by pretending that his
opponents are not immeasurably beneath him in intellect.
He may remember with advantage that, by the ordinary
rules of the game, the disputant who loses his temper is

adjudged to have the worst of the argument.
He inquires why I ask him for information. The answer

is ready : Because he is the only person who could tell
me what I wanted to know-viz., why he addressed
his opponents so haughtily. Dr. Reid gives me the informa-
tion. It was the only way, he says, to shake a con-

fidence that seemed to him without justification. But

(1) I expressed no confidence ; and (2) if I did he has not
shaken it. And (3), is the way of storming and hectoring and
ballyragging the only way to shake the confidence of those
who disagree with him ? ? Why not try reasoning ? He tells
me that I "assert that alcohol, disease, &c., affecting parents
cause offspring to be degenerate." If he will refer me to

any such assertion of mine I shall be obliged to him. I

deny that I have made it. He asks me what the counter-

acting circumstances are which prevent a giraffe having a
head as high as the cross of St. Paul’s. There are many.
One is that the weight of the neck would crush the
animal. He asks me to frame a definition of a "varia-
tion" which does not involve the supposition that it had
its origin in a variation of the germ plasm. Certainly.
By a variation I mean a difference between parent and
offspring not due to post-natal action of the environ-
ment on the offspring. And, as the whole contro-

versy is on the question whether this difference has
its root in the original constitution of the germ plasm or
whether it may not be due to the action on the germ plasm
of its environment, then, to assume that the former is
necessarily the case, is petitio principii. Dr. Reid commits
the same fallacy in his letter in THE LANCET of August 29th,
p. 630. "Variations," he says, "are transmissible to

offspring and to remote descendants, whereas modifica-
tions are not." To prevent misrepresentation I beg Dr. Reid
to notice that I do not now traverse this statement.
Whether it is true or not true is beside the immediate
question ; but to assume that it is true in a controversy as
to whether it is true or not is petitio principii. As to

gravitation and the calf muscles there was no ‘&deg; idea under-
lying my argument," because I used no argument. I pointed
out that the argument used by Dr. C. R. Niven to discredit
the transmission of an acquired increase of the calf muscles
was the same as that used by Newton’s opponents to dis-
credit the theory of gravitation. And it is the same.

Dr. Reid is kind enough to say that if I will produce the
leg of one kitten which is exactly like the leg of another
he will grant my argument. I am obliged to him, but I used
no argument. Nothing is so abhorrent to me as argument,
unless it be a misstatement of fact. Here, again, as

throughout the whole controversy, Dr. Reid fails to dis-
criminate between argument and assertion. Dr. Niven
stated a universal negative, "No two members of the
same litter correspond in any one character or trait." Dr.
Reid knows enough of logic to know that a single affirmative
instance destroys the universal negative and unless he con-
tends that the possession of four legs is not a character or
that no two kittens have the same number of legs, he must
admit that Dr. Niven’s universal negative is destroyed.
He protests that I take some very disconcerting liberties.
Well, facts which traverse one’s favourite preconceptions are,
doubtless, disconcerting ; and he who adduces them takes a
liberty. I offer Dr. Reid my humblest apologies, but I am
going to take some more disconcerting liberties.

"Asexual reproduction results," says Dr. Reid, "in exact,
copies of the parent." He made the same statement at
Swansea and he now repeats it in spite of the instances that
I there gave him to the contrary. Is it possible that Dr.
Reid, who comments upon our ignorance with even brutal
frankness, does not know that the study of bud variation
is a large and important branch of botany ? It is among
the commonplaces of gardening that a peach-tree may
produce one branch of nectarines ; that the same variety of
chrysanthemums may produce five or six other varieties by
bud variation ; that-but your botanical readers can adduce
instances literally by dozens and scores. Dr. Reid may say
in his courteous and convincing manner that these facts
"are not worth the paper they are written on," and" not
worth the time spent in examination," but he must pardon
me for insisting that these expressions do not annihilate the
facts, and if the facts exist his statement is incorrect.

It "is a patent fact that every race which commands a
sufficient supply of alcohol is temperate strictly in proportion
to its past experience of the poison." If this means that

every race is temperate strictly in proportion to the length of
time during which its members have had free access to
alcohol then I must ask for evidence. Dr. Reid says it is a

patent fact, but patent has two meanings : it may mean

open, evident, manifest; or it may mean restricted, mono-
polised. No doubt Dr. Reid uses it in the latter sense and I
ask him to forego his monopoly and to reveal his facts.

’’ The most temperate people on earth-the South
Europeans and the West Africans-have had unlimited

supplies of alcohol for thousands of years." These are
comprehensive statements. Doubtless Dr. Reid has grounds
for them, but in view of the misstatements that he has made
about matters that I do know-e.g., my own published
words-I may be pardoned for mistrusting his evidence on
matters beyond my ken. Let us see. The South Europeans
include the natives of Spain, Portugal, Bearn. Gascony,
Languedoc, Provence, Italy, Sicily, the Danubian Princi-
palities, Turkey, Greece, and the Levant. The West
Africans include the Moors, the Senegambians, the Man-
dingoes, the Sokotese, the Fellatah, the Congolese, the
Benguellas, the Damara8, the Namaquas, and the Bush-
men. All these "peoples, nations, and languages" are
the most temperate on earth, and all have had unlimited
supplies of alcohol for thousands of years. Of the history of
the Mandingoes, Namaquas, &c., for thousands of years I
know nothing, and if I were to adopt Dr. Reid’s methods of
controversy I should say, haughtily, that " I am inclined to
believe that no one else knows more ; 

" but as he has made a
definite and positive statement I prefer to assume that he
has grounds for it. Those grounds I ask him to reveal. I
am sure that it will interest your readers to know them. But
this is not all. These savage tribes have not only had
unlimited supplies of alcohol for thousands of years, but all
of them are among the most temperate people on earth.
When I was at school, I was taught to look upon the Bush-
men with disrespect, and even with some measure of contempt,
and, I think, Sirs, that the schoolmasters who left us in
ignorance of the Bushmen’s superlative virtue of temperance
deserve to taste of the quality of that birch which they
applied so freely to our posteriors.

" None of your correspondents now appear to doubt that
human evolution really has resulted from disease and
alcohol." If Dr. Reid means, as he appears to mean, disease
and alcohol alone, I not only doubt it, but think it prepos-
terous. These factors have had their share, of course, but
they have been but two factors among many. Warfare,
religion, sexual preferences, famine and want in various
degrees, commerce, language, laws, and many other
influences have all contributed, and the share of disease and
alcohol, though important, is by no means paramount. On
the contrary, they are far less important than the others
taken together. But I hasten to say that I do not want to
swagger as the discoverer of these others. Any follower of
Darwin, who thinks about the matter at all, does not need to
grope about to discover them. They jump up and hit him
in the face.
The letters of Dr. H. Laing Gordon and and Dr. A. Mearns

Fraser exhibit the delightful solidarity of their nation. We
know beforehand what the opinion of two Scots will be about,
the performance of a third but we do not often find this

opinion expressed in terms quite so flamboyant as these

gentlemen use. By the way, Dr. Gordon appears to think
that Berkeley is an authority upon logic, and when Dr.
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Gordon deprecates our dogmatism-well, well, one thinks of
Satan reproving sin.
The last paragraph in Dr. Niven’s letter seems unneces-

sarily prolix. The idea which takes him six lines to express
could have been put into five syllables-It hurts to be scalped.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
--

Catford, August 29th, 1903. CHAS. MERCIER.

Obituary.
HENRY GRAY CROLY, F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P.IREL.

THE death of Mr. Henry Gray Croly of 7, Merrion-

square, Dublin, took place on August 28th at the residence
of his brother, Silveracre, Rathfarnham. For more than a

quarter of a century senior surgeon to the Royal City of
Dublin Hospital, he was one of the best known and most
eminent members of his profession in Ireland. As a Fellow
and member of council or examiner at the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland, his name has been prominent for many
years. A sound surgical opinion and a skilful operator, he
was the author of many valuable papers dealing with practical
surgery. In April, 1902, he read a communication before
the Surgical Section of the Royal Academy of Medicine in
Ireland on Successful Ligation of the External Iliac Artery
for Ilio-femoral Aneurysm and other Tumours. Mr. Croly’s
father was a distinguished Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland, his brother is at present in practice at
Rathfarnham, one of his sons is surgeon to Mercers’ Hospital,
and another is a captain in the Royal Army Medical Corps.

Mr. Croly was in bad health for some time and his death,
which was caused by an apoplectic seizure, was not un-
expected.

Medical News.
THE END OF THE SMALL-POX EPIDEMIC IN

BIRMINGHAM.-The last two cases of small-pox having
been discharged from the isolation hospital on August 28th,
Birmingham may now be considered to be clear of that disease.
The epidemic commenced in the early part of last year when
a tramp from Liverpool was taken ill in a common lodging-
house. He was removed to the General Hospital where the
true character of his disease was at once recognised. The
man was sent to the fever hospital, the lodging-house was
disinfected, two men who had been in company with the
patient prior to his removal were kept under observation, and
all the occupants of the lodging-house were vaccinated at
once. These active measures were successful so far as this
source of infection was concerned but a man who came in con-
tact with the patient at the general hospital fell a victim to
the disease. After this there were no fresh cases for a month
when another tramp was found on March 26th to be suffer-
ing from the disease. A further case occurred on

April 5th in the person of a man who had been in
contact with a small-pox patient in Portsmouth. After
this cases began to turn up in differents parts of the town,
the source of infection not being traceable. At last it
was discovered that six persons living in one house in a
district where a number of cases of small-pox had appeared
were being treated for chicken-pox, though in reality
suffering from the more serious ailment. All these persons
were removed to the hospital and the house disinfected. An

attempt was also made to revaccinate all persons who had
come in contact with any of these cases, an attempt which
was in part unsuccessful on account of the objection of some
of those who ought to have submitted to the operation.
However, this outbreak was finally stifled and in September
last the city was free from small-pox and so remained for
some three months. Then it was reintroduced by another
tramp, this time from Yorkshire. He was found to be

suffering from the disease in the casual ward of the work-
house and there infected another inmate. Such was the
commencement of the last outbreak, which may be said to
have dated from Dec. 6th, since which date there have been
206 cases of the disease with only 10 deaths. Now again
the city is free from small-pox.

PRESBYTERIAN MISSION HOSPITAL, MIRAJ.-A
mission hospital of the Presbyterian Church in the United

’ States of America was established at Miraj in the Southern
Mahratta Country, British India, in 1892. The medical
officers are Dr. W. J. Wanless and Dr. J. Rutter Williamson.

. The report for 1902 shows that 254 in-patients (including 13
cases of plague) were admitted during the year and that
there were 27 deaths ; 27 patients remained under treatment
on Dec. 31st, 1902. The total number of cases treated as

out-patients was 19,834. The appended tables give details
of a great many surgical operations performed chiefly on the
eye and on the genito-urinary organs. In connexion with the
hospital there is a leper asylum in which 49 lepers were treated
during: the year and there were seven deaths.
THE British Rainfall Organisation, founded in

1860 by the late G. J. Symons, will henceforth be carried on
i under the sole charge of Dr. H. R. Mill, as Mr. Sowerby
L Wallis has been compelled by ill-health to retire after more
, than 30 years connexion with the association.

Appointments.
Successful applicants for Vacancies, Secretaries of Public Institutions,

and others possessing information suitable for this column, ar6
invited to forward to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thttrsda1j morning of each
week, such information for gratuitous publication.

ADAMS, J. E., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House Surgeon
to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

ADENEY, G. C., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Clinical
Assistant in the Special Department for Diseases of the Throat at
St. Thomas’s Hospital.

OARPMAEL. N., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House Surgeon
to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

CoaTES, J., L.R.C.P., M.R C.S., has been re-appointed Clintral Assist-
ant in the Special Department for Diseases of the Throat at St.
Thomas’s Hospital.

GRAINGER-BISSET, A., M.B., Ch B. Glasg., has been :appointed Resident
Assistant to the Victoria Infirmary, Langside, Glasgow.

GUTHRIE. T., B.A., B.C. Cantab., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
House Surgeon to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

HARNETT, W. L., B.A. Cantab., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
House Surgeon to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

HARWOOD-YARRED, W. H., B.Sc. Lond., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been
appointed Junior Obstetric House Physician to St. Thomas’s
Hospital.

HiLDESHEIM, 0.. B.A., M.B., B Ch. Oxon., has been re-appointed House
Physician to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

HUDSON,-A. C., M.A., M B., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed Senior
Ophthalmic House Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

LATHAM, C. H., L.R C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Clinical
Assistant in the Special Department for Diseases of the Skin at
St. Thomas’s Hospital.

LEACH, R. E. H., M.A., M.B., B.C. Oxon., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been
appointed House Physician to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s
Hospital.

PANTON, P. N., B.A. Cantab., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
House Physician to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

PINCHES, H. I.. B.A., M.B., B.C. Cantab., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been
appointed House Surgeon to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

RICKETT, G. R., M.A., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed House Phy-
sician to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

Ross, E. A., M.B., B.C. Cantab., has been re-appointed Clinical Assistant .

in the Special Department for Diseases of the Ear at St. Thomas’s
Hospital.

SEARS, C. N., L R C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Clinical Assist-
ant in the Special Department for Diseases of the Skin at St.
Thomas’s Hospital.

SERGEANT, J. N., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House Phy-
sician to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

SEXTON, H. W., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been re-appointed House Phy-
sician to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

SPURRIER, H., B.A. Cantab., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
Senior Obstetric House Physician to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

UPCOTT, H., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House Surgeon to
St. Thomas’s Hospital.

WHEEN, C., B.A. Oxon., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House
Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

WIGRAM, L. E , M.A., M.B., B.C. Cantab., has been appointed House
Surgeon to Out-patients at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

Vacancies.
For further information regarding each vacancy reference should be

made to the adverti8ement (8ee IndeQ;).

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND EYE HOSPITAL.-Resident Surgical Officer.
Salary &pound;100 per annum, with board and attendance.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND HOSPITAL FOR SKIN AND URINARY
DISEASES, John Bright-street, Birmingbam.-Clinical Assistant
fot three months. Honorarium at rate of 52 guineas per annum.

BIRMINGHAM WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY.-Assistant Resident Medical
Officer. Also Assistant Resident Surgical Officer. Salary &pound;100 per
annum each, with apartments, rations, &c.


